Poetry Spine reigrimouth
Primary School

At Teignmouth Primary School, we are committed to developing a love of reading. Alongside our quality fiction and non-
fiction books, we have selected poetry books in each classroom to be shared throughout the year. Through reading,
writing, discussing and performing rhymes and poems, we aim to develop and extend children’s vocabulary, improve

fluency and prosody thus improving oracy, support imagination and build children’s emotional connection to language and
the world around us along with enhancing their cultural capital.

To ensure all our children have this opportunity, we have carefully selected a core set of poems for each year group to
read, discuss, enjoy and perform. The poetry spine progression begins with nursery rhymes and songs in our EYFS, and
then moves through to more challenging poetic features and language as the children progress through the key stages.
They will encounter this varied selection of poems in reading lessons, where vocabulary and meaning can be explored and
explained, together with the development of their wider reading skills. Each year group will learn by heart at least one
poem per half term to be performed and shared with their peers, parents or visitors.

The poems, where appropriate, are linked to the class’s topic for that half term to further enhance and enrich their
learning. A range of poets from different cultures are represented and poems ranging from traditional to modern will be
explored. These poems are the core chosen ones that children will all experience across their time at Teignmouth Primary
but teachers will also share others throughout the year to further develop children’s exposure and enjoyment of poetry.
Whenever poems are encountered in school, our children are urged to form opinions about their own likes and dislikes
and to understand and explain their preferences and respect the thoughts and feelings of others.
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