
Year 6 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

Darwin’s Discoveries 

 

Visionary Victorians 

 

Hola Mexico! 

 

Pestilent Plague 

 

Expedition to the Poles 

 

Ancient Greece and 
their Legacies 

 

Literacy 

Read The Origin of Species by 
Sabina Redeva and write a 

biography of Charles Darwin. 
Read Sky Hawk by Gill Lewis 

and use it to inspire a  
Narrative. Write balanced 
arguments about animals. 

Read Street Child by Berlie 
Doherty. Use it to inspire 

workhouse diaries. 
Read A Christmas Carol by 

Charles Dickens. Write 
character descriptions. 

Write Victorian job 
applications. 

Read Holes by Louis Sachar 
and write a newspaper report 

and informal letters. 
Watch Day of the Dead – an 

animation and use it to inspire 
a narrative. 

Read Children of Winter by 
Berlie Doherty and write a 

historical narrative. 
Write non-chronological 

reports on the plague and a 
formal speech. 

Read Shackleton’s Journey by 
William Grill and  

Sky Song by Abi Elphinstone. 
Write persuasive adverts for 

visiting the poles, formal 
letters of complaint and 

setting descriptions. 

Read Who Let the Gods Out by 
Maz Evans. Write our own 
myths and news reports. 

Write poetry inspired by the 
Ancient Greeks. 

Science 

Learn about how living things 
have changed over time and 

how adaptation leads to 
evolution. 

Learn about light, how it 
travels and how it enables us 

to see. Find out about 
shadows. 

Explore and investigate 
circuits. 

Learn about the human heart 
and the circulatory system. 

Learn about microorganisms: 
classify them, understand how 

they can be helpful or 
harmful. 

Find out about the discoveries 
of Alexander Fleming. 

Explore the wildlife living in 
the Arctic and Antarctic 
(including the oceans). 

Classify them and learn about 
their special adaptations. 

Learn about the impact of diet 
and exercise on our health. 
Find out about the human 

digestive system. 

History 
Find out about Charles 

Darwin and consider his 
impact on scientific thinking. 

Learn about the key events 
and features of the Victorian 

era and how they impacted us 
today. 

Learn about the ancient 
Mayan civilisation: how they 

lived, what they believed, 
their discoveries and 

inventions. 

Learn about the times of the 
bubonic plague and how ideas 
of disease and medicine were 

different 

Find out about key events in 
polar expedition along with 

famous polar explorers. 

Find out about Ancient 
Greece: what it was like to live 

in those times and the 
legacies they have left 
including the Olympics. 

Geography 

Use maps and atlases to plot 
Darwin’s expeditions. 

Find out about some of the 
places he explored. 

Use world maps to identify 
the countries of the Victorian 
British Empire and consider its 

importance back then in 
regards to trade. 

Look at the human and 
physical geography of Mexico 
using maps, satellite images, 
books and travel brochures. 

Locate and find out about the 
Chihuahuan Desert. 

Use maps to show where the 
bubonic  plague started and 

where it spread 
 

Locate the village of Eyam and 
find out about its historical 

significance 

Use maps and atlases to 
locate the Arctic and Antarctic 

circles and the Poles. 
Understand how the Earth’s 
tilt on its axis effects these 

regions. 

Locate Greece on a world 
map. Find out about the 

physical and human 
geography of the country. 

RE 
Creation and science: 

conflicting or complimentary? 
Why do Christians believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah? 

How does faith help people 
when life gets hard? 

 
Find out about how the dead 

are remembered and 
celebrated in the Day of the 

Dead festival and compare to 
other religions and cultures. 

Why do some people believe 
in God and some people not? 

What matters most to 
Humanists and Christians? 

For Christians, what kind of 
king is Jesus? 

 
Find out about the Greek 

Gods. 

Computing 
Create presentations about 
Darwin using multi media. 

     



DT  
Make Victorian samplers 

exploring different stitches. 

Taste Mexican food including 
that originating from the 

Mayan era. Design and make  
our own recipes. 

Make plague doctor masks.  
Design and create a pair of 

sandals for an Ancient Greek 
person 

Art 
Make accurate sketches of 

animals using a combination 
of drawing techniques. 

Learn about the art work of 
William Morris and recreate 

wallpaper designs inspired by 
his work. 

Look at the art of Frida Kahlo 
to inspire our own self-

portraits. 
Create Mayan sculptures and  

design Day of the Dead Masks. 

 
Look at Inuit art work. Explore 
their designs and patterns as 

inspiration for our own. 

Learn about different 
techniques when working 
with clay and create Greek 

vases. 

Music  

Look at music from the 
Victorian era. 

Learn songs for the Christmas 
concert. 

Listen to and watch a variety 
of traditional Mexican musical 

performances such as 
mariachi and ranchera. 

Explore the instruments and 
timing. Learn a traditional 

Mexican song. 

 

Listen and respond to 
traditional Inuit music. Find 

out how it was used for 
storytelling and 

entertainment. Use drums to 
follow and recreate sounds. 

Listen to and try throat 
singing. 

Use staff and other musical 
notation to write our own 

compositions. 

MFL 
Introduction to Spanish.  

looking at numbers, colours, classroom phrases being polite, asking and giving name, days of the week, months of the year. 
The children will say as well as begin to write Spanish phrases.  This will feel into simple conversations.  

Outdoor 
Learning 

Light fire using a fire steel. 
Maintain fire safely and 

appropriately. Know which 
materials to add to a fire. 

Explain how to put out a fire. 
Identify how plants are 

adapted to suit their 
environment – seeds and 

seedlings. 

Build a freestanding shelter to 
fit at least 6 people. 

Identify and tie a variety of 
knots and hitches (at least 6) 

Learn about light, how it 
travels and how it enables us 

to see. Find out about 
shadows. 

 

Build a freestanding shelter to 
fit at least 6 people. 

Identify and tie a variety of 
knots and hitches (at least 6). 

Classify plants and animals 
autumn trees. 

Light fire using a fire steel. 
Maintain fire safely and 

appropriately. Know which 
materials to add to a fire. 

Explain how to put out a fire. 
Classify plants and animals - 

buds 
 

Make and use mallet using 
saw, axe and drawknife. 

(in groups) 
Classify plants and animals - 

invertebrates 
 

Make and use mallet using 
saw, axe and drawknife. 

(in groups) 
Identify how plants are 

adapted to suit their 
environment – fully grown 

plants 

 

 

 


